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Song of Mayan Warriors (Baqueiro Foster)

Ancient Mexican Dance (Chavez)

The instrumental resources of ancient Mexican music were of six prin-
cipal types: (i) Flutes, Chililihtlii and ocarinas and panpipes, Tlapitzalli;
(2) Marine snail shell, Atecocoli*, (3) Vertical drum, Huehuetl; (4)
Horizontal drum, Teyonaxtle; (j) Calabash rasps, Tzicahuaztli; and
bone rasps, Omichitzicahuaztli; (6) Gourd filled with pebbles, Ayacaztli.

The ChlUUhtli was a vertical flute made of baked clay. Several tubes
joined together formed a panpipe called Tlaptzalli. The tones produced
by the Chililihtli and by the Tlapitzalli never exceed five. Some native
melodies of ancient type are built on three different tones only. The
Indians do not find their chants monotonous, for they color each tone
with greatly varied dynamics 5 the manner of singing and the duration
of each tone provide additional means of expression.

The marine snail shell instrument, Atecocol^ is capable of producing
a low rumbling tone, foreboding and lugubrious in quality. In his piece
Xochipli-Macuilxochitl, named after the Aztec god of music, flowers
and love, Chavez uses the trombone in order to reproduce the sound of
the Indian snail shell.

The Huehuetl is a vertical drum, made of a hollowed section of a tree,
and covered with a drumhead of animal hide. The Mayan name for the